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he delighted in casting himself in a variety of contrasting
roles, comparing himself first to this acquaintance then to
that, resolving to be more self-controlled in future like one
man or more self-assured like another. In London in 1760,
under the influence of a fellow-Scotsman, Lord Eglinton, he
saw himself as an army officer, wearing the smart and
fashionable uniform of a regiment of Guards, and he wrote
home to his father asking for the money to buy a commis-
sion. Although he knew that his son's new ambition was in-
spired more by a desire to go on living in London than by
any military ardour, Lord Auchinleck did not immediately
refuse. He travelled to London himself, obtained an unfruit-
ful interview for his son with the Duke of Argyll, then per-
suaded James to return with him to Scotland where he
suggested buying him a commission in a regiment of the line.
When James predictably declined the offer, his father in-
sisted that he become a lawyer.
James dejectedly consented; and for the next two years he
continued unwillingly with his studies, writing in his spare
time, dedicating one anonymous poem to *James Boswell,
Esq.5 and another (without permission) to the Duke of York,
making love to any woman who would have him, contracting
gonorrhoea, becoming the father of an illegitimate child by
a servant girl, and all the time hankering for London and a
more exciting life there in the Guards. At last, when he had
passed his examination in Civil Law, his father gave way.
So, in November 1762, he returned excitedly to London, 'all
life and joy5, so he said, singing songs about pretty girls and
giving three cheers as the coach drove briskly in.
Boswell was then just twenty-two years old, a young man
of little dignity and much vanity, with an overwhelming
interest in self-analysis, a compelling need for self-revelation
and remarkable resilience. There were those who found him
rather absurd in his relentless pursuit of fame and favour;
yet he was a very likeable person with a young boy's eager
appetite for life and experience, conceited, to be sure, but not
arrogant, sometimes silly but often amusing, occasionally un-
thinkingly cruel but rarely malicious. Although passionately
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